
SOLANO COUNTY SELPA 

COMMUNITY ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE

2025-2026

HONOREES



2025/2026

THE COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

(CAC) IS A GROUP OF PARENTS, 

EDUCATORS AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS 

WHO ARE CONCERNED WITH THE 

EDUCATIONAL NEEDS OF CHILDREN WITH 

DISABILITIES. THE SOLANO COUNTY CAC 

SERVES IN AN ADVISORY CAPACITY TO 

THE SOLANO COUNTY SELPA REGARDING 

COMMUNITY OPINIONS, CONCERNS, 

AND SUGGESTIONS PERTAINING TO 

SPECIAL EDUCATION AND RELATED 

SERVICES TO STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES.



Community Member 

Honorees

Thank you for your 

dedication to our 

students with special 

needs!



RON BAZILE
Teacher, 

Spectrum School, Solano

Mr. B 

doesn’t just 

teach; he 

serves as a 

vital bridge 

between 

school and 

adult life. 



BILLY BURKE
Senior Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor,

Department of Rehabilitation

Billy possesses a rare 

ability to connect with 

and place students and 

individuals with 

disabilities in 

meaningful roles.



SUZANNE CASTANO
Team Manager,

Department of Rehabilitation

 Growing caseloads of students 

and adults with disabilities fall 

under Suzanne's oversight. She 

also trains new staff on case 

management, IEPs, and employer 

connections while maintaining 

vocational rehabilitation services 

across Solano and Contra Costa 

Counties. 

 



DEBBI LEES DAVIS
Founder,

Special Care Services

Debbi’s innovative ideas 

for helping people with 

disabilities will be 

instrumental to the special 

education community for 

years to come. 



JOE FARRELL
Co-Founder

Tyler Street Collective

Joe’s work ensures 

young people with 

disabilities have the 

structure, mentorship, 

and opportunities they 

need to successfully 

navigate the transition to 

adulthood.



Ciara ensures that the 

clients and caregivers 

are getting the highest 

quality of care that we 

can offer. 

CIARA HALSEY

Program Supervisor
Easterseals Northern California



BENICIA UNIFIED 

SCHOOL DISTRICT



BENICIA USD 

STAFF HONOREES



SHAZZETTE JACKSON
Special Education Assistant

Shazzette willingly 
supports students during 
extracurricular activities, 
ensuring they feel 
included and confident 
beyond the classroom.



ANDREA MEADERS
Special Purpose Aide

Andrea works to increase 

inclusivity for Special Education 

students in general education 

classes at all levels, through a 

grant-funded partnership with 

outside experts. 



ANDREW MERTZ
Intensive Academic/SDC Teacher

 Andrew is a true champion for his 

students, working tirelessly to 

support not only their academic 

growth but also their confidence and 

self-belief. 



JEANINE OTTERBECK
Special Education Assistant

Jeanine pours her energy, time, and 

care into the school each day, not 

only in support of our students with 

disabilities but for the benefit of all 

students, staff, and families. 



STEPHEN SLATER

Principal
Matthew Turner Elementary

Stephen makes a point of 

knowing every student and 

consistently affirms them with 

encouragement and kindness, 

ensuring that each child feels 

seen and welcome. 



FAIRFIELD-SUISUN UNIFIED 

SCHOOL DISTRICT



FAIRFIELD-SUISUN USD 

STAFF HONOREES



Anna has made a tremendous 

impact. She approaches every 

challenge with a solutions-focused 

mindset, finding quick and 

thoughtful ways to resolve issues 

while also planning for the future. 

ANNA ATUATASI

Program Specialist

Early Childhood Education Assessment 

Center



Sara dedicates time out of her already 

full workday to help with AAC 

(alternative and augmentative 

communication) assessments, device 

setups, and training. She does this 

entirely on a voluntary basis, simply 

because she wants students to have 

access to the tools they need.

SARA CHANG
Speech-Language Pathologist



AMERICA X. GONZALEZ
School Psychologist

 America is a dedicated 

advocate for her students 

and will not be satisfied until 

they have the resources 

they need. 



JENNIFER OTERO
Functional Academics (FA) Teacher

Jennifer works intentionally to 

remove barriers, foster 

independence, and ensure 

every student is included, 

valued, and engaged.



DANIEL PITAYO CUEVAS
Physical Education Teacher

 Daniel has played an 

integral part in retrieving and 

training special education 

and general education 

students for the Special 

Olympics Track & Field. 



DIANA PORRAS
District Interpreter

Diana is instrumental in 

dismantling language barriers 

for families seeking assessment 

for preschool-age children. 



SOLANO COUNTY OFFICE OF 

EDUCATION



Solano County Office of 

Education

Student Honoree



DON’TA BONNER
Fairfield-Suisun Adult School

Don'ta volunteers to work 

with the Solano Food Bank 

and Solano Meals on 

Wheels on a weekly basis.



Solano County Office of 

Education

Community Member 

Honoree
Thank you for your 

dedication to our 

students with special 

needs!



CINDY HAYES
Wholehearted Empathetic 

Companions United (WECU)

 Cindy’s dedication, creativity, 

and belief in every individual’s 

potential, have transformed 

travel training into a pathway 

toward independence, self-

advocacy, and meaningful 

community connection 



SOLANO COUNTY OFFICE 

OF EDUCATION 

STAFF HONOREES



ALEJANDRINA ANAYA
School Psychologist

Whenever a student is in crisis, 

Alejandrina helps restore their 

sense of well-being and follows 

up to see how they are doing. 



STEVE TROTTER
Principal

Green Valley Middle School

 Steve intentionally fosters an 

inclusive school culture by 

ensuring SCOE students are 

fully welcomed and 

meaningfully included in 

campus-wide activities. 



SOLANO COUNTY SELPA



MELISSA GUEVARA
SELPA Program Coordinator

 Melissa is beyond passionate and deeply 

cares; she is actively doing the work, on the 

front lines and behind the scenes, to move 

us toward a more inclusive and neuro-

affirming community. 



TRAVIS UNIFIED SCHOOL 

DISTRICT

Travis Unified School District
Reaching beyond the 
boundaries to build a 
community of learners



TRAVIS USD 

STAFF HONOREES



CHERI GOETZ

Paraeducator

Cheri has demonstrated a "team" 
attitude to step in where she is 
needed, the foresight to look at a 
situation from the student's 
perspective and find a way to "make it 
work" for the student, and most of all, 
she has been some of our students' 
greatest cheerleader.



STEPHANIE HAYES
Behavior Specialist

Stephanie worked with Special 

Education to get furniture, materials, 

and supplies to create a Special Day  

Class, and created visuals for every 

student. 



STEPHANIE WESTFAHL
Occupational Therapist

 Stephanie's intuitive 

understanding of her students’ 

individual needs allows her to 

design engaging, personalized 

sessions that foster 

communication, confidence, and 

self-advocacy.



VACAVILLE UNIFIED 

SCHOOL DISTRICT



Vacaville USD

Student Honoree



RICHARD LATHAM

Vacaville High School

Richard makes very mature 

decisions on a daily basis, sets 

goals, and shows genuine 

appreciation when good things 

happen or if someone provides 

him with the smallest of 

assistance. 



VACAVILLE USD 

STAFF HONOREE



ELYSE SUTHERLAND

SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST

Elyse’s expertise and sincere 

interest in our students are 

visible to the students, 

colleagues, and the 

community. 



UNABLE TO ATTEND



MARTHA ARIAS-HARRIS
Special Education Teacher

Her class had a lot of special 

needs, but she catered to each 

child, spending long, unpaid 

evenings developing plans so that 

every child could succeed. 



LEAH BRALEY
Service Coordinator

North Bay Regional Center

 Leah truly wants her 

clients to be successful 

in all aspects of their 

lives, and her passion 

for working with people 

with disabilities shines 

day in and day out. 



SAMANTHA COUGHRAN
Assistant Principal

Rodriguez High School

Samantha consistently 

demonstrates a remarkable 

passion for ensuring every 

student not only receives the 

support they need but also 

thrives academically and 

emotionally.



CONGRATUALTIONS TO 

ALL OF OUR 2025-2026 

CAC RECOGNITION 

AWARD

HONOREES!!
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