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Solano County 
Special Education Local Plan Area 

 
 

Community Advisory Committee (CAC) 
Thursday, September 18, 2025 

12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 
Waterman – SCOE 

Participants: 

Benicia Unified School District 
Dixon Unified School District 

Fairfield-Suisun Unified School District 
Travis Unified School District 

Vacaville Unified School District 
Solano County Office of Education 

 
This meeting will be live-streamed and available at:  
• Zoom link: https://solanocoe.zoom.us/j/99960432333?pwd=albioHP3JyYpnGVvWUqkjWlaagqbaY.1 

Passcode: SELPA 
Webinar ID: 999 6043 2333 

 
• Please note that we are not able to accommodate virtual participation. The features to raise a hand, ask 

questions, or chat are not available for this meeting. 
 

AGENDA 
1. Call to Order 

 
2. Approval of Agenda ACTION 

 
3. Community Input 

Public groups, site groups, and members of the public may address the CAC at this time. Members 
of the public will also be allowed the opportunity to speak to specific agenda items prior to CAC 
action. Statements are generally limited to three (3) minutes. 

 
4. Consent Calendar Items ACTION 

4.1. Approval of Minutes – August 21, 2025 
 

5. Presentations:   PRESENTATION 
5.1. Deborah McQuilkin  from Solano Mobility 

Public transportation options for people with disabilities in Solano County, as well as Solano 
Mobility's 1 on 1 travel training service. 

6. Reports 
6.1. Representative Reports INFORMATION 

Benicia USD: 
Dixon USD: 
Fairfield-Suisun USD: 
Travis USD: 
Vacaville USD: 
Solano COE: 
Northbay Regional Center: 
Independent Child Advocate: 

 
Andrew Ownby, Assistant Superintendent, SELPA, 5100 Business Center Drive, Fairfield, CA 94534 

Phone: (707) 399-4460 – FAX: (707) 863-4176

https://solanocoe.zoom.us/j/99960432333?pwd=albioHP3JyYpnGVvWUqkjWlaagqbaY.1


 
6.2 Assistant Superintendent Report INFORMATION 

 

 
7. SELPA Business 

7.1. 2025-2026 Presentations DISCUSSION 
7.2. CAC Recognition Ceremony INFORMATION 
7.3. CAC Budget INFORMATION 

8. Local Plan Stakeholder Workgroup                                                                 INFO/DISCUSSION 
Members of the public are welcome to provide input. 
Local Plan Narrative     

  
 
 
 

Adjournment 
 

The next CAC meeting will be held on October 16, 2025 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, for those requiring special assistance to access 
SELPA public meetings, to access written documents being discussed at the meetings, or to otherwise 
participate at SELPA public meetings, please contact the SELPA office at (707) 399-4460. Notification 
at least 72 hours prior to the meeting will enable the SELPA to make reasonable arrangements to ensure 
accessibility to the meeting and to provide any required accommodations, auxiliary aids, or services. 

Any writings or documents that are public records and are provided to the SELPA Community Advisory 
Committee regarding an item on this agenda will be made available for public inspection in the Solano 
County SELPA office located at 5100 Business Center Dr., Fairfield, CA, during normal business hours. 

In addition, such writings and documents may be posted on the SELPA’s website at 
www.SolanoCountySELPA.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Andrew Ownby, Assistant Superintendent, SELPA, 5100 Business Center Drive, Fairfield, CA 94534 

Phone: (707) 399-4460 – FAX: (707) 863-4176

https://www.solanocountyselpa.net/uploaded/Documents/Local_Plan/2023-24_Local_Plan/Solano_County_SELPA_Local_Plan_Narrative_FINAL_Approved_by_COS_5-25-2023.pdf
http://www.solanocountyselpa.net/
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Community Advisory Committee Minutes 

August 20, 2025 
 

Board Members Attending:    
Dixon USD: Absent 
Fairfield-Suisun USD: Melissa Guevara, Shawn Hnatko, Nicole Smith 
Solano COE: Pamela Brinkerhoff, Siobhan Dill 
Travis USD: Kristie Ballard, Cathy Dailey, Stacy Norman 
Vacaville USD: Kerry Purcell, Sabrina Summerfield 
Independent Child Advocate: Dr. Amber Busay 
North Bay Regional Center: Emily Koehler 
Solano County SELPA: Andrew Ownby, Shawna Becker, Kanani Cherry-Houston 

            
1.  Call to Order – Nicole Smith called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. 

 
2. Approval of the Agenda for August 20, 2025 
Move to approve the agenda. 
Motion by Kristie Ballard, seconded by Shawn Hnatko 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yes: Kristie Ballard, Pamela Brinkerhoff, Amber Busay, Melissa Guevara, Shawn Hnatko, Emily 
Koehler, Christina Mills-Gelardin, Stacy Norman, Kerry Purcell, Nicole Smith, Sabrina 
Summerfield 

 
3. Approval of Minutes from May 15, 2025 
Move to approve minutes as presented. 
Motion by Amber Busay, seconded by Pamela Brinkerhoff 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yes: Kristie Ballard, Pamela Brinkerhoff, Amber Busay, Melissa Guevara, Shawn Hnatko, Emily 
Koehler, Christina Mills-Gelardin, Stacy Norman, Kerry Purcell, Nicole Smith, Sabrina 
Summerfield 

 
4. Presentation – Ryan Hetrick, Academic Advisor, AFAHUB VC 

 
5. Community Input: No input 

 
6. Reports 

 
6.1.  Representative Reports  
 
Benicia USD – Erin Biber reported that Benicia has a new Superintendent. They also have four 
new special education teachers. BUSD will be hosting Back-to-School Night tonight, August 
20. 

 
Dixon USD – Dixon had no representatives present. Andrew Ownby reported that two of 
DUSD’s CAC representatives have chosen not to renew their appointments to the board. Dixon 
also has a new Director of Special Education and a new Program Specialist. 
 
Fairfield-Suisun USD – Nicole Smith reported that the district is close to filling all special 
education paraprofessional positions, with only three special education teacher vacancies 
remaining. All service provider positions have been filled. FSUSD hosted a “Boot Camp” for 
new teachers, which participants found helpful in preparing them for their roles. Many 



 
participants also attended the NCI Verbal De-escalation training provided by the Behavior 
Department. The district is in the process of purchasing a one-hour online NCI Verbal De-
escalation module to be offered to paraprofessionals and classified staff. 
 
Travis USD – Kristie Ballard reported that Travis still has a few special education teacher 
vacancies. The transition of sixth grade from elementary to middle school has gone smoothly. 
TUSD will also be holding its Back-to-School Night this evening, August 20. 
 
Vacaville USD – Sabrina Summerfield reported that Vacaville’s Back-to-School Night will take 
place next week. The district and community are also adjusting to the newly implemented 15-
mph speed limit. 
 
Solano COE – Pamela Brinkerhoff reported that the Solano County Office of Education will 
welcome a new Superintendent on September 1. SCOE recently hosted a five-day training 
course for new hires, which included NCI and CPR. Efforts are underway to strengthen the 
curriculum, beginning with a webinar on curriculum assessments. SCOE has hired a preschool 
teacher, a Fairfield High School program teacher, and two speech teachers (one of whom will 
be onsite). Additionally, they have hired an Occupational Therapist and a Certified 
Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA). SCOE is still seeking an Orientation & Mobility 
Specialist and an Assistive Technology Specialist. 
 
Northbay Regional Center – Emily Koehler reported that North Bay will be hosting its 3rd Annual 
Reunion Conference on Saturday, September 20th. 
 
Independent Child Advocate – Dr. Amber Busay reported that she received 207 referrals last 
school year and attended 232 IEPs, successfully resolving 34% of her cases. She presented at 
Solano County SELPA’s Under the Big Top event in August. Dr. Busay is scheduled to present 
at the Down Syndrome Conference on September 6 and the Solano Early Childhood Education 
Conference on September 13. 
 
6.2 Assistant Superintendent Report – Andrew Ownby provided an update on recent 

developments within the Solano County SELPA. He highlighted current legislation 
impacting special education, updates on California Department of Education (CDE) 
compliance improvement monitoring, and the technical assistance and professional 
learning opportunities SELPA continues to offer its member districts. 
 

7. CAC Business 
 
7.1. CAC Budget – Nicole reviewed the CAC budget. The board discussed the possibility of 
hosting another Nation’s Hamburgers Dine and Donate fundraiser this year. The board agreed 
that this event provides an excellent opportunity to raise funds, and Nicole will coordinate the 
arrangements. The fundraiser is typically held on the Tuesday or Wednesday prior to 
Halloween. A suggestion was also made to explore potential sponsorships for the event. 
 
7.2. CAC Recognition Ceremony –Melissa Guevara reported that the 20th Annual CAC 
Recognition Ceremony will be held on Monday, May 4, 2026. Nominations are now open, with 
a submission deadline of Wednesday, March 11, 2026. The board discussed whether to 
change the event theme; however, the current theme, Reaching for the Stars, will remain in 
place for now. The new venue offers limited opportunities for decoration. Suggestions included 
incorporating a balloon arch or reaching out to SCOE to request a backdrop. The discussion 
will continue at the next CAC meeting. 



 
 
7.3. 2025-2026 Presentations – Presenters are confirmed for the September and October 
meetings. Additional presenters will be needed for the remainder of the year. Suggested topics 
included Conservatorship and Self-Determination. Dr. Amber Busay also offered to present 
when NBRC opens its new dental clinic. 
 

8. New Business 
 
8.1. New Venue for the CAC Recognition Ceremony - Due to the large turnout in May 2025, 
SELPA is seeking a larger venue for the 20th Annual CAC Recognition Ceremony. Melissa, 
Andrew, and Shawna visited Oakbrook Academy of the Arts. Melissa reported that the site 
includes a small theater with ample seating that would accommodate the event well. The 
primary concern is limited on-site parking. 
 
8.2. New Vendor for the CAC Recognition Ceremony – The board discussed the possibility of 
bringing in Ryan’s Café as a new vendor to provide beverages for the event. Last year, 
contracting delays prevented the vendor from participating. This addition would supplement the 
contributions of the Adult Transition Program, which traditionally provides cookies. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:13 p.m. 
Meeting minutes were prepared by Shawna Becker and reviewed by Andrew Ownby.  
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Date: Presentation:
August 21, 2025 Ryan Hetrick - AFA Hub
September 18, 2025

Deborah McQuilkin - Solano Mobility
October 16, 2025

Elizabeth Lewis - Down Syndrome Connection
November 20, 2025

December 18, 2025 CAC Holiday Potluck
January 22, 2026

February 26, 2026

March 26, 2026
April 23, 2026
*Monday, May 4, 2026 Recognition Ceremony

May 21, 2026
June 25, 2026
(If needed)

No Presentation

2025-2026 Community Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting Schedule
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